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number of cases on record of people having disappeared,
and no trace of them ever having been found."
" I expressly stipulated ordinary circumstances/'
Faversham replied. " I'm willing to bet that in every
one of the cases you mention the circumstances were in
some way abnormal. The disappearance was long pre-
meditated, and the necessary preparations made in ad-
vance, for example.
" But take the case of the ordinary man who, for
" reasons not necessarily criminal, finds it advisable to
disappear at short notice. Take the case j/ou've just
been telling us about, since it is typical. Here you have*
a man, whom we'll call Jones. He commits an unpre-
meditated murder, and decides to seek safety in flight.
" In many crimes, the difficulty which the police
have to face is to discover who did it. In this parti-
cular case that difficulty did not exist. You knew for
a certainty that Jones was the murderer, and your
problem resolved itself into arresting Jones. That's
so, isn't it?"
" Yes, that's right," replied Hanslet. " We saw at
once that—well, Jones—was our man. There was never
the slightest doubt about that."
" That being so, your first business was to lind out
all there was to be known about him. Like most of us,
he had friends, relations, a circle of acquaintances. You
could discover without difficulty his occupation, habits,
and so forth. You could secure an accurate description
of his appearance, which you could check from many
sources. You were able to secure a recent photograph.
" Naturally, you made full use of this information.
You issued the description and photograph to the press.
You invoked the aid of the'B.B.C. Not only every
police constable, but every citizen, almost without ex-
ception, gradually became as familiar with the appear-
ance of Jones as they are of that of any famous film

